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Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-08-05/crypto-nfl-nba-sponsorship-deals-cost-companies-2-4-billion
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Projected to reach 
USD 5 billion by 

2026
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FTX Super Bowl Commercial 2022
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1. Crypto Rally (until 2021) 
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2. Crypto Reputation

Sponsorship and Licensing in the Crypto World
Dr. Kilian Schärli, LL.M. 12



MLL    MEYERLUSTENBERGER    LACHENAL     FRORIEP
Sponsorship and Licensing in the Crypto World

Dr. Kilian Schärli, LL.M. 13



MLL    MEYERLUSTENBERGER    LACHENAL     FRORIEP
Sponsorship and Licensing in the Crypto World

Dr. Kilian Schärli, LL.M. 14



MLL    MEYERLUSTENBERGER    LACHENAL     FRORIEP
Sponsorship and Licensing in the Crypto World

Dr. Kilian Schärli, LL.M. 15



MLL    MEYERLUSTENBERGER    LACHENAL     FRORIEP

3. Not yet a well-known and established brand
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4. Gray Area
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5. Target Group
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6. Offshore Jurisdiction + Reverse Solicitation
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• Reverse solicitation 

• is the name given to the circumstances in which 
a prospective client 

• approaches a "Crypto Player" 

• on its own exclusive initiative.
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Reverse Solicitation vs Marketing? 
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Risks of Crypto Sponsorships
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• Potential ban on gambling sponsorships
• Similarities to gambling
• Investing in certain types of crypto highly 

speculative

• Cryptocurrency still largely unregulated
• Limited protection for consumers
• Generally difficult for sports fan to 

understand investment

• Links between cryptocurrencies and 
financial crime

• Links between dark web and online black 
market

• Hacking, ransomware attacks, and tax 
evasion schemes

• Large energy requirements of some 
cryptocurrencies

• Bitcoin’s annual carbon footprint 
estimated at 125 Terra Watt hours 
(roughly annual energy consumption of 
Sweden)

• Financial stability of the sponsors
• E.g. Terra 
• Costs of finding new sponsors, gaps in sponsorship, expensive legal battles
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